6       INFLLENCE OF ISLAM ON INDIAN CULTURE

portion of the country from Kabul and Khotan to iMathura was
still loyal to Buddhism (Hinaydna), in the Madhya Desa the
assimilation of Buddhism and Hinduism was rapidly proceeding,
there were ninety-six heretical sects all of whom allowed the
reality of worldly phenomena and the Buddhists professed the
Mahay ana doctrine, but the ancient region which had been the
cradle of Buddhism was a desert, the Sanghdrdmas and Vihdras
were in ruins and there were hardly any priests in the ancient
cities of 3ravasti, Kapilavastu, Kusinagar, Vaisall, Pataliputra
or Gaya. The land was barren, the inhabitants had fled, the
roads were infested with wild beasts, and desolation reigned
over all. In the east, however, between Campa and Tamralipti
Buddhism still flourished.

When Hiuen-Tsiang visited India two hundred years later
he found Hinduism vigorously established by the side of
Buddhism. The north-western regions were no longer the seat
of a flourishing faith. Everywhere, in Lamghan, in Gandhara,
in Udyana, in Kashmir and the Panjab and right down to
Mathura the Htnayana had been displaced by the Mahdydna,
and more important still the Deva temples and Brahmana priests
equalled in numbers and importance the Buddhist Sanghdrdmas
and Sramaqas* In the Madhya Desa, in the east of India, and
in the south, wherever he travelled he found the same state
of affairs. Harsa-Vardhana, the Emperor of Northern India,
paid equal reverence to the two faiths and he exhibited his
impartiality in the great festival on the plains of Prayaga by
installing and worshipping on successive days the images of the
Buddha, Surya and Mahesvara.

Hiuen-Tsiang's narrative is full of references to the
prevalence of Saiva worship especially in Pdsupata form. In
tbe Swit Valley was the spring of Siva which inflicted injury
<om crops,19 above Soli to the north-east of Palusha there was an
image of, M<*Jfc&>ara*s spouse Bhima, and a temple of ash-
Tirife^oa,20 ^ Maban there were hundreds of Deva
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